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Roger Baird, President

859-253-2601

Larry Cowgill  /  Kevin Doyle
872 Floyd Drive • Lexington, KY  40505
859.254.6481    
www.congleton-hacker.com

Showers, Store Fronts, 
Mirrors, Table Tops & Shelves

1050 Floyd Drive
255-4838

859.258.4DOC (4362) 
LexingtonClinic.com      

888-740-4600

ANNUAL GOLF OUTING
August 16, 1:30 p.m.

Marriott Griffin Gate  
Golf Course

UPCOMING PROGRAMS
Aug 23	 Eric Monday, Executive Vice  
	 President for Finance &  
	 Administration, University of  
	 Kentucky 
Aug 30	 Ann Bakhaus, President, Kentucky  
	 Eagle, Inc.
Sept 6	 Amy McGrath, Candidate, Kentucky  
	 6th District Congressional 
Sept 13	 Dean Hammond, District Governor,  
	 Rotary District 6740

Sept 20	 Tom Ashford, PDG, and J.T.  
	 Warring, Director, Myanmar  
	 Compassion Project
Sept 27	 Rotary Day, 2018 Roundup, UK  
	 College of Agriculture, Food and  
	 Environment

THE FOUR-WAY TEST
Of the things we think, say or do...

1.	 Is it the TRUTH?
2.	 Is it FAIR to all concerned?
3.	 Will it build GOODWILL and
	 BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
4.	 Will it be BENEFICIAL to all 
	 concerned?

August 16, 2018
 —  TODAY’S PROGRAM  — 

Presiding: President Sharon Reed
Invocation: Cathy Stafford
Singing, Pledge & 4-Way Test: Winn Stephens
Introduction of Guests: Michele Ripley

Introduction of Speaker: Renee Shepard
Speaker: Lawrence Weathers, Chief of Police, Lexington
Program: Lexington’s Police Department—Serving Our Community

MEET OUR SPEAKER

     Lawrence Weathers was sworn 
in as Lexington’s chief of police on 
March 4, 2018. Weathers and his 
nine siblings grew up in Lexington’s 
Bluegrass Aspendale and Hollow Creek 
neighborhoods. He holds a bachelor’s 
degree from the University of Kentucky 
and a master’s in criminal justice from 
Eastern Kentucky University. 
     Chief Weathers was hired by the 
Lexington Police Department in 1989. 
During the first six years of his career 
he worked as a patrol officer and was 
assigned to the Drug Abuse Resistance 
Education (D.A.R.E.) program, 
teaching elementary and middle school 
students how to avoid and resist the 

instructor. He is certified to teach 
classes on investigation techniques, 
ethics, community policing concepts, 
hate crimes, cultural diversity and 
leadership.
     Weathers is a member of the 
National Organization of Black Law 
Enforcement Executives (NOBLE) 
and the International Association 
of Chiefs of Police (IACP). He 
volunteers as a member of “Drug 
Free Lex,” part of the Kentucky 
Alliance for Substance Abuse Policy. 
He also served on the board of the 
Downtown Lexington Corporation and 
committees responsible for addressing 
youth violence and homelessness 
in Lexington. Chief Weathers also 
volunteers his time as a mentor to 
elementary school students and 
educates parents and youth about the 
effects of illicit drugs and violence.
	 Weathers and his wife, Melinda, live 
in Lexington and have three children, 
Jordan, Benjamin and Emery. When 
announcing Weathers’s return to 
the police department, Mayor Gray 
noted his commitment to community 
policing and how well respected he is 
throughout Lexington.

temptations that lead to drug abuse. In 
1994 he was transferred to the Bureau 
of Investigations and assigned as a 
narcotics detective.
     Weathers was promoted to sergeant 
in 1997 and has worked as a supervisor 
in every bureau within the Lexington 
Police Department. In 2001 he 
returned to the Narcotics Enforcement 
Unit as a lieutenant.  In 2008 his 
assignment shifted to the chief’s office 
as the commanding supervisor of the 
Internal Affairs Section.  A year later 
Weathers was promoted to the rank of 
commander and assigned to the Bureau 
of Patrol. In March 2011 Commander 
Weathers was reassigned to the 
Training Section. With his appointment 
to Assistant Chief in 2014, Weathers led 
the Bureau of Special Operations until 
his retirement from Lexington Police in 
2016.
     In July 2016 Weathers was selected 
as the director of law enforcement for 
Fayette County Public Schools. There 
he was responsible for the safety and 
security of more than 40,000 students, 
staff and visitors as well as dozens of 
school district properties. 
     Chief Weathers is a Kentucky Law 
Enforcement Council certified police 

CHIEF LAWRENCE WEATHERS

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE LAST CHANCE TO GET A FREE 
PHOTO UPDATE!     Recently, I attended the Yearling Orientation led by past president Dave 

Williams. I learned from him that the first service project that the first Rotary 
Club did was provide “comfort stations” for women in Chicago. Until then, 
women had no facilities for public restroom use although men had bathrooms in 
bars. Proper women didn’t go in there. Today, women complain that there aren’t 
enough stalls in restrooms! My point in mentioning this is to highlight that the 
men who started Rotary were honorable or perhaps, tongue in cheek, they were 
“building goodwill and better friendships”!
     In all seriousness, there are hundreds of families in our district without safe 
water or proper facilities for sanitation. With our International Service Committee 
and those of other clubs in our district, we need to investigate what we can do to 
alleviate that suffering here in Kentucky. Estimates suggest that it will take from 
$5,000.00 to $8,000.00 per household to address this need and such a project 
may take multiple years to complete.  Some preliminary research has already 
been done by individuals in other Rotary clubs in our district. Our very energetic 
district governor Dean Hammond has wonderful ideas for accomplishing several 
goals in our district, including this one. As the largest club, we must step up when 
needed.
     Zig Zigler said, “You can have everything in life you want if you will just help 
enough other people get what they want!” In this case, it’s what they need. I think 
that he may have been describing “Service Above Self”! With more information 
to come and a lot of hard work, we may see a Rotary goal, providing clean water 
and sanitation, reach fruition here in the Commonwealth in time.
								        – President Sharon

     Can other Rotarians 
recognize you from your 
roster photo?  Don’t 
like the one you’ve 
got?  Then, it’s time to 
stop by Bill Straus’s 
booth before or after this 
week’s meeting and get 
a new one made for free!

     Peggy is getting ready to update our club’s roster 
book. The roster is a great way to keep up with our 
large membership. It not only provides member info, 
it also includes our committees, classifications, Paul 
Harris Fellows and other recognitions. So, if you 
need to make changes to your photo, address, phone 
number, employer, email, hobbies and/or committee 
memberships, tell Peggy at this week’s meeting or email 
her, trafton@rotarylexky.org, with your updates.
     Thank you for your help in keeping our roster 
relevant! Please remember: THE ROSTER IS NEVER 
TO BE USED FOR PERSONAL SOLICITATION and is 
COMPILED FOR MEMBERS ONLY!

Meetings held every Thursday at noon with lunch starting at 11:30 at The Red Mile.



 

Carpet – Hardwood – Tile 
Vinyl – Rugs – Remnants 

 

Gordon Patterson
Carrie Patterson

(859) 253-0004 

Webb, Hoskins, Brown & Thompson, P.S.C.

dmiller@kytitlelaw.com
www.kytitlelaw.com

Clinical employees for facilities  
and Home Caregivers your  

family can trust.

Alliance Medical & Home Care

Jackie Howard
www.alliancelexington.com 

859-296-9525

Mark Ruddell
300 W. Vine Street

253-6281
Member FDICcentralbank.com

Meet
Gus.
Therapy Puppy
in Training

Business Records Storage & Mgmt. Services

(859) 266-1886
Mike Fister, CEO

OFF-SITE
Records Management
A Division of Fister, Inc.

Greg Mullins

1636 Nicholasville Road, Suite 7
Lexington, Kentucky 40503

KARL W. LANGE,D.M.D.
STEVEN J. RIDER,D.M.D.
BILLY D. REYNOLDS,D.M.D.

COMPREHENSIVE & COSMETIC
GENERAL DENTISTRY

(859) 278-0576

Roofing & Sheet Metal Company

Roofing & Sheet Metal Company

859-233-4546

Industrial/Commercial Roofi ng  
BUILT-UP   SINGLE-PLY   SLATE   TILE   RUBBER

Leak Repair • Sheet Metal Shop
MEMBER NRCA                                                             SINCE 1923

Larry Jones / Joe Kenney
Cathy Taylor271-2285

Good Health 
Naturally with 
Chiropractic
Dr. Susan Adams

859-254-3036
www.dsneal.com

... an objective perspective on money

Scott Neal

D. SCOTT NEAL, INC
FEE-ONLY FINANCIAL PLANNERS

Building The Lexington Community

Mary Beth  
Wright

Messer Construction Co.
854 West Main Street
Lexington, KY 40508-2043
(859) 231-8199 Phone
www.messer.com

Your Business Litigation Team
Daniel E. Danford 

J. Clarke Keller
(859) 226-2300

Learn more at stites.com

Advertisement 
SPACE AVAILABLE

FOR 2018-19

YOUR DONATIONS SUPPORTED 32 
LOCAL NON PROFITS IN 2017-2018.  

THANK YOU!

Advertisement Space  
in Wheel Horse

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
“350 STRONG”

DON’T MISS IT!

OCT
2
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Paul Chewning   Mark Moseley   

Peggy Trafton   Dean Hammond   Bill Straus    
John Wharton
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DIRECTORS

The Rotary Club of Lexington
The Square 

401 W. Main, Ste. 305 
Lexington, KY 40507

Phone: 389-8100

ENDOWMENT BOARD 

Susan Adams (2019)
Chris Hickey (2019)

Jamie Schrader (2019)                                                                                       
Jake Graves (2020)

Harry Richart (2020)

Debbie Tudor–Board President (2021)
Wanda Bertram (2019)

Patty Breeze (2019)
Dan Danford (2019)

Martha Riddell (2019)
Dave Williams (2019)
Tony Barrett (2020)

Amanda Ferguson (2020)
Jim Martin (2020)

Michael Morrill (2020)
Barbara Tilghman (2020)

Bridget Collier (2021)
Renee Jackson (2021)

Gerry van der Meer (2021)
Kevin Weaver (2021)
Kent Hisle–Treasurer

Sharon Reed, Club President

Bill Straus (2020)
Chris Stevenson (2021)

Mike Baker (2021)
Bill Cox (2021)

2018-2019 OFFICERS
Sharon Reed–President

Paul Chewning–Past President
Gerald Marvel–President-Elect

Greg Meegan–Secretary
Wallace Barber–Sergeant-at-Arms

Kent Hisle–Treasurer
Peggy Trafton–Executive Director 

Trafton@rotarylexky.org

     Although he didn’t say it explicitly, 
the between the lines message from Dr. 
Gregory Postel last week was clear:  It’s 
not easy being interim president or vice 
president for health affairs at a major 
university these days.  The challenges to 
the sustainability of public universities 
are many, including some that affect all 
complex organizations and others that 
are unique to higher education.  They 
include factors like the pace of change, 
major threats to financial stability and 
liquidity, the competing demands of the 
university’s stakeholders, the difficulty 
of instituting change through higher 
education’s shared governance structure 
and the mission creep and resource drain 
that result from universities’ adherence 
to “The Law of More.” And they reflect 
changing trends in public support for 
academic institutions.
     Dr. Postel gave us a crash course on 
funding sources for public institutions:  
state support, tuition, donors, research 
grants, clinical revenue, partnerships 
and athletics.  Unfortunately, many 
of those are trending downward or 
themselves make significant demand on 
a university’s resources.  For example, 
the University of Louisville receives 

only $126 million annually from the 
state to fund an annual operating budget 
of $3 billion per year, a 26 percent drop 
in state funding since 2008.  Tuition 
increases can grow only so much and, for 
a university like U of L with lots of “first 
generation” students, those increases 
necessitate corresponding increases in 
student aid. Research grants require an 
outlay of a 30 percent subsidy for each 
dollar received, and much of the athletics 
department’s revenues are expended for 
their own operating costs, netting only 
three percent for U of L’s annual budget.  
And, while the medical center and the U 
of L Physicians group generate revenue, 
that revenue is threatened by alternative 
payment models, cuts to Medicaid 
reimbursement (30 percent of U of L’s 
patients are Medicaid recipients) and 
changes in hospital ownership.  (“We 
have hospitals in our city that are for sale 
where we have big programs.”) And, like 
all organizations, their non-programming 
costs such as those for utilities keep 
rising.
     Despite these challenges, U of L has 
identified a number of strategies for 
coping with these challenges.  On the 
operations side, they have streamlined 

their procurement procedures. On the 
curriculum side, they plan to increase 
enrollments by making greater use of 
online courses, certificate programs 
and stackable and completer degrees 
to tap the Louisville market of 100,000 
people who attended college but never 
completed a program. That will help 
provide educated workers for companies 
like Amazon, whose need for workers 
significantly currently exceeds the 
area’s ability to supply them.   U of L is 
working with University Advancement 
to sharpen the institution’s value 
proposition for prospective donors.  
And they are experimenting with 
innovative design and build partnerships 
with companies like GE Appliances, 
now owned by the Haier Group.  
Linking corporate product design and 
development with university expertise 
and resources, GE Appliances predicts 
they can bring new products online in 
one fourth of the time at one tenth of 
the cost with a corresponding revenue 
increase to the university.  Currently, 
U of L has 10 such partnerships in 
operation and 100 others are being 
evaluated for their potential.   
					     — Judy Worth

Rotary in Review
THREATS ARE MOUNTING BUT U OF L IS UP TO THE CHALLENGE

THEY REALLY LIKED THE T-SHIRTS!
     Thanks to the generosity of our club members, all attendees at last week’s 
International Students 50th Anniversary Picnic received commemorative 
T-shirts to highlight the event.  Students who had not yet arrived in Lexington 
by last Sunday will receive the shirts when they get to campus.
     In all more than 100 people--new international students, sponsor families and 
UK students and staff who work in the International Programs Office--attended 
the picnic.  They were joined by Rotarians Bill Marshall (Picnic Committee 
Chair), Dwayne Edwards, President Sharon Reed, Sim Oyetunji, Paul Chewning 
and guest Jerry Clark.  Picnic Committee veteran Franklin Thompson also 
attended.  He has welcomed several thousand students over the years.
     This year, 23 countries were represented, with 12 students from China 
leading the way, followed by 9 from Nepal.  Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Ethiopia, 
Norway and Kazakhstan were among the other countries represented.   This 
year, Kroger gift cards were awarded as door prizes.  Among the winners were 
the student who traveled the longest (35 hours) and three students who each 
spoke five languages.  


