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Rotary

The following individual has been proposed for membership in Rotary:

SEPTEMBER 28"

Club of
Lexington, KY

- TAILS & TAIL-GATE FOR GATTON PARK ON TOWN BRANCH

A

NOON KICKOFF!
Details: Smoked Pork Butt ( TAIL!)
Please bring a side dish

% A

Tickets: $25 donation per person to Gatton Park

$10 per Football Square for a chance to win!

Buy a square at a September meeting

$5 to play Football Bingo at the game watching

https://TBP.givesmart.com
Questions: Call Susie at 859-533-3776

Susie and Kenny Basham’s Home: 2127 Palomar Trace

NEW MEMBER PROPOSAL

Christie Pierce

Classification: Service Industry, Marketing, Advertising, Creative Design
Sponsor:

Alisha Chaffin

£/
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GATTON PARK
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RUNNING, SWIMMING, AND
CYCLING THE ROTARY FLAG!

_'1 Talk about

setting an

| example.
President Bret
¢ and Executive
=, Director Peg-
q gy recently

;- \ participated

in the Susan
| Bradley-Cox
| Tri for Sight

Spindletop.
Proceeds from
this event
benefit the UK
Eye Research

Objections should be made in writing within seven (7) days to The Board of  Fund. Thanks, Peggy, for wearing your Rota-
Directors, Rotary Club of Lexington, 401 W. Main Street, Suite 305, Lexing- ry merch! Time to up your game, Bret!
ton, K'Y 40507. Objections are kept in strict confidence.

Wealth is freedom
to create new

7 AMERICAN

TRUST WEALTH

memories.

Chris Anderson
(859) 514-8271
americantrustwealth.com

Thinking clearly. Caring deeply.

AN

D. Scott Neal

INCORPORATED
FEE-ONLY FINANCIAL PLANNING

Scott Neal
859.254.3036 | DSNEAL.COM

your life!
859.533.3776

Susie Basham
Senior Real Estate Specia

o i, G , W,
e Busfom 75 AGENCY

Helping you find the right
home for the best time of

susie@theagencyky.com

1. Is it the TRUTH?

Sep 19
Sep 26
Oct 3

Oct 10
Oct 17
Oct 24
Nov 7

Nov 14

THE FOUR-WAY TEST 2. Ts it FAIR to all concerned?
Of the things we think, say or do... 3. Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?
UPCOMING PROGRAMS UPCOMING EVENTS/VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

No Lunch Meeting, Service Week, Doing Rotary Differently
Allison Lankford, Update on Gatton Park at Town Branch
Matthew Mitchell, Winning Tools: 3 Leadership Principals
that Build Purpose, Respect, and Success

Adam Edelen, CEO & Founder, Edelen Renewables

No Lunch Meeting, Service Week, Doing Rotary Differently
Nick Mingione, Head Baseball Coach, University of Kentucky
Dr. Ryan Quarles and Dr. Greg Feeney, KCTCS and BCTC
David Lyons, Murder Podcast

Sep 14

Sep 18
Sep 19
Sep 27
Sep 28

Oct 17
Oct 23

District 6740 Rotary Leadership Institute, Part 1, 11, and 111 presented
concurrently. Location: Lexington Public Library, Eastside Branch,

9:30-4:30pm, free

Military Missions, 12 Volunteers, Pack Boxes for Servicemen, 6-7:30pm
Back Pack Pack-Up, God’s Pantry Food Bank Winchester Rd, 1:00pm
Early Morning Mixer, 46Solutions, Lexington Green, 8-9:30am, free
Tails & Tail-gate for Town Branch, UK vs Ole Miss game watching,

Basham home,11:30am

Spin to Win the Fight Against Polio, CycleYOU, 6:30pm
Keeneland, Lexington Room, $100, 11:00-6:00pm

TARY club of Lexington

Presiding: Past President Darby Turner

Introduction of Guests: Mike Baker
Introduction of Speaker: Laurel Martin

Inspiration, Pledge, & 4 Way Test: Jarred Paull

September 12, 2024
— TODAY'S PROGRAM —

Speakers: LaKisha Miller, Executive Director, Kentucky Chamber Foundation
Workforce Center & Amanda Huddleston, Board Chair
Program: Empowering Kentucky’s Workforce — Leading the Way in Talent Development

Location: The Mane on Main

See Peggy’s weekly club email for meeting details: ordering lunch and how to view the
meeting live online via Zoom or view a recording of the meeting later.

LAKISHA MILLER
To the Rotarians in the room whose
livelihoods are tied to the availability
of a talented and motivated workforce,

the following bleak report from the U.S.

Chamber of Commerce in late 2023

comes as no surprise:
Before the pandemic, Kentucky’s
labor market faced challenges. The
state’s unemployment rate of 4.1%
was higher than the national rate,
and its labor force participation rate
stood five points below the national
average. The state had 88 workers
available for every 100 open jobs. .
. On the downside, labor force par-
ticipation has yet to fully recover,
and unemployment still is above
average. In addition, the state con-
tinues to face a worker shortage,
evident by the fact that there are

MEET OUR SPEAKERS

AMANDA HUDDLESTON

only 74 workers available for every

100 open jobs

Today we are joined by the Kentucky
Chamber Foundation’s Workforce Cen-
ter (Workforce Center) Executive Di-
rector LaKisha Miller and Board Chair
Amanda Huddleston as they discuss
the current landscape of Kentucky’s
workforce. Learn how the Workforce
Center is spearheading initiatives to
help the private sector take the lead in
developing strong talent pipelines. Gain
insights into innovative programs and
strategies that are shaping the future of
workforce development in the state.
LaKisha has served as the Executive

Director of the Workforce Center for
over five years. A tireless advocate for
Kentucky’s workforce, she contributes
significantly to state and national work-

force development. LaKisha’s impactful
leadership is recognized by the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce Foundation,
where she serves as a Workforce Fellow
and co-chair of the Jobs and Work-
force Data Network. Her commitment
to advancing employer-led workforce
systems has positioned her as a national
leader, earning accolades for her dedica-
tion and achievements in guiding the na-
tion toward robust workforce solutions.
Workforce Center Chair Amanda
Huddleston, SHRM-CP, in addition to
being a fellow Rotarian, is the Pres-
ident of People Plus, a woman and
family-owned staffing and workforce
solutions provider in Kentucky that has
been a Best Place to Work for the past
twelve years. She is the 2024 Immedi-
ate Past Chair of the Kentucky Society
of HR Management. In her twenty
years within the HR profession, Aman-
da has been an advocate for positive,
safe workplace cultures and helping our
Kentucky businesses and workforce
have the tools to succeed. Amanda has
been a member of Rotary since 2007.
The Workforce Center was estab-
lished in 2017 by the Kentucky Cham-
SPEAKERS, 2

Visit our website at http://www.rotarylexky.org for all of the Rotary Club of Lexington updates.
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The Rotary Club of Lexington
401'W. Main, Ste. 305
Lexington, KY 40507

Phone: 389-8100

2024-2025 OFFICERS
Bret Anderson - President
Laurel Martin - President-Elect
Kim Johnson — Past President
Alisha Chaffin - Secretary
Eric Brooks - Sergeant- at —~Arms
Chris Anderson -Treasurer
Peggy Trafton — Executive Director (Staff)
Trafton@rotarylexky.org
Jenny Schnurr-Office Assistant (Staff)

jenny@rotarylexky.org
DIRECTORS
Chris Aldridge (2025) Shawn Lyons (2026)
Chris Campbell (2025) Brigitte Blom (2027)
John Wharton (2025) Dylan Harper (2027)
Susie Basham (2026) Chris Peck (2027)
Edwin Gibson (2026)

ENDOWMENT BOARD
Paul Chewning - Board President (2025)
Jamie Schrader -%oard Vice-President (2026)
Mike Baker (2025)
John Darnell (2025)
Tom Lester (2025)
Merl Hackbart (2025)
Dean Hammond (2026)
Thom Hathaway (2026)
Kent Hisle (2026)
Mary Beth Wright (2026)
Roger Baird (2027)
Buzz Carmichael (2027)
Michael Morrill (2027)
Carrie Patterson (2027)
Sharon Reed (2027)
Chris Anderson- Treasurer
Bret Anderson - Club President
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ber Foundation and was the first of its kind in the nation with a core mission to build

SPEAKERS

a workforce based on the actual needs of business. As noted on its web page, “The
Kentucky Chamber believes that as we build a thriving and strong workforce, the
needs of the economy should be front and center.”

ROTARY HELPS PUT THE MIRACLE IN THE
BLUEGRASS MIRACLE LEAGUE!

The Toyota Bluegrass Miracle League had wonderful weather for opening day for
its Fall 2024 season on September 7th. As a result of an increased number of players
and the beautiful weather, Rotary Club of Lexington fed nearly 300 players and their
families over the four games played that day. The picnic was fully funded by members
of the committee, with Bill Cox at the grill, sou chef Edwin Gibson, food line workers
Jeff Thompson, Paul Chewning, Jim Dundon, Sharon Reed (and her granddaughter!),
Peggy Trafton, and Eileen O’Brien. Cheyenne McBride supplied drinks for the crowd,
and then proceeded to organize and label anything within reach. Joe Beavin, Gerry
van der Meer, Dan Koett, Alisha Chaffin, Jon Larson, and Tony Barrett helped stock,
serve, and cheer. Bret Anderson threw out the first pitch of the season and proceeded
to introduce himself and do a wonderful job as Rotary’s top ambassador. We had great
support and participation and that made the day special for the participants.

Thanks to all who continue to make this a star in the Rotary firmament.

— Eileen O’Brien

z CARPET ONE &3

Carpet — Hardwood — Tile
Vinyl — Rugs — Remnants
Gordon Patterson
Carrie Patterson

(859) 253-0004

Business Mergers
and Acquisitions

Patrick Powell

859-963-2400

Kimberly V. Johnson
(859) 971-9479
Kim.Johnson@ OCWFG.com

et

ONFEEZ MMONWEALTH

INANCIAL GROUP

Morgan Stanley

Jim Richardson CFP®, CLTC, CPM®
Senior Vice President

Financial Advisor

4k East Main Street

Lexington, KY 40507

+1859 231-9527

James.A Richardson@ms.com

NMLS #:1255648

© 2021 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC
Member SIPC.  crc 3249160 0321

DANIEL H. MILLER
— ATTORNEY AT Law —
REAL ESTATE CLOSINGS
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERGIAL

859.800.9888

dan.m@bluerocktitle.com
www.bluerocktitle.com

Rotary {&x
LEXINGTON, KY

L4

TOWHN SRANGH
PARK

Frustrated
with sales and
marketing?

. cchesion

859.492.1533 ' banderson@cohesionlic.com
CohesionLLC.com

Bret Anderson
President and Founder

PRINTING

Roger Baird, President

Aliancepemn 22

Kelli Newman

FINANCIAL ADVISOR

525 Darty Cresk

Lexington, KY 40509
B59,977.6006 office
B59.899.0527 fax
B58.492,107% call
kalli@alliancafp.net

859-253-2601

The best printing team in Lexington.

Securities and advisory services offered through
Commonwealth Financial Network®, a Registered

Investment Adviser.

ADVERTISE VIA
fRe]in IS

CALL: 678-904-5476

Forge Marketing Group A
Dylan Harper FORGE

BESTEN & DIERUF...

CERTIFIED PUBLICACCOUNTANTS
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Rotary in Review

IN THE WORLD OF REAL ESTATE, THE TIMES THEY ARE A-CHANGIN’!

Last week the Rotary Club of Lex-
ington hosted Richard Gibbens, CEO
of Bluegrass Realtors Association, who
presented on the significant shifts in the
real estate market and what they mean
for both consumers and professionals.
With his vast industry experience, Gib-
bens provided an overview of current
trends and new regulations reshaping the
housing market in the Bluegrass region.

Gibbens began by reflecting on
the dramatic shifts brought on by the
COVID-19 pandemic. He noted that buy-
er behavior, mortgage rates, and housing
inventory have all been affected. The
demand for suburban and rural homes,
sparked during the pandemic, remains
strong as people continue to reassess
their living situations. The landscape of
real estate has changed significantly with
the low-interest rates of recent years that
drove a homebuying boom, having since
cooled with rising rates.

The current market is now defined by
a combination of low housing invento-
ry and high demand, especially in the
Bluegrass region. This imbalance has
pushed home prices higher, making the
market fiercely competitive. Affordabil-
ity is a growing concern, particularly
for first-time homebuyers who face the
challenges of rising mortgage rates and

increasing home prices. Inflation and
economic uncertainty have only added
to these difficulties, further complicating
real estate decisions.

Gibbens also focused on key legal
changes to the real estate commission
structure nationally, which took effect
in March 2024 following a settlement
between the National Association of Re-
altors (NAR) and home sellers. One of
the most notable changes is that sellers’
agents can no longer dictate compensa-
tion to buyers’ agents on the Multiple
Listing Service (MLS). As a result,
homebuyers must now negotiate with
and pay their agents directly, a signifi-
cant shift from past practices where the
buyer’s agent fee was essentially set in
the listing agreement.

In addition, new regulations require
that agents enter into written agreements
with buyers, clearly outlining the real-
tor’s compensation to ensure transparen-
cy. Realtors are also required to establish
buyer-broker agreements with prospec-
tive buyers before showing homes or
discussing purchases. These agreements
detail the agent’s compensation structure
and help buyers understand what they
will be charged upfront.

These changes, while aimed at increas-
ing transparency, present new challenges

for both buyers and realtors. Gibbens
acknowledged that buyers must now nav-
igate unfamiliar territory, having to pay
their agents directly. However, he also
pointed out that this shift could empower
buyers to critically assess the services
provided by their agents. For realtors, the
new rules emphasize the importance of
clear communication and transparency in
compensation discussions.

Gibbens concluded his presenta-
tion with practical advice for those
navigating the real estate market. He
encouraged homebuyers to familiarize
themselves with the new compensation
structures and work closely with ex-
perienced agents who can guide them
through the process. Sellers, while still
benefiting from strong demand for
homes, should also be mindful of how
these legal changes may affect their
transactions.

Gibbens provided our Club with a
comprehensive update on market trends
and the legal shifts reshaping the real
estate industry. His presentation under-
scored the need to stay informed and
adaptable in today’s evolving housing
market.

— Dan Koett

Since

COMMERCIAL ROOFING INSPECTION
& MAINTENANCE BUILT-UP

_II\!IIEL'II'EAL FABRICATION & INSTALLATION

Greg Meegan 859-233-4546
TRI-STATE Roofing & Sheet Metal Company
-

MODIFIED
EMERGENCY REPAIRS

IT’S NOT JUST ANOTHER
Cr\i\iigaet :‘!Sf‘!:on REAL ESTATE TRANSACTION.

Cybersecurity
Audio/Video Integration

46Solutions

Your technology partner.

Tech for HOME & BUSINESS

IT’S YOURS.
" g

SCHRADER

COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES, LLC

859-288-5008

schradercommercial.com

REALTOR

MARKUS CROSS

Experienced, Trustworthy. Assertive. Compassionate.

s 859-893-1809

realtormarkus@gmail.com

BUY « SELL « INVEST

BREEZL

FINANCIAL

Insurance Planning Services &

Programs for Individuals

Patty M. Breeze, CLU, CFPO

and Businesses
859.252.0225

ing Clients’ Financial Decisions”

OCTORER 10
LEXINGTON OPERA HOUSE

¢ 859.2536281
¢ 800-4320721
[ a59-806-0270
= 859.253-4202
NMLS# 530343

(S central Bank

Mark T. Ruddell

Senior Vice President, Private Banking Manager

Ceniral Bank & Trust Co.

300 W, Vine 51, * PO Box 1360
Lexingson, KY 405880340
meuddali@centralbank.com
centralbank. com

ADVERTISEMENT
SPACE AVAILABLE




