Wheel Horse

Page 4

WELCOME, NEW
ROTARIAN

Gary Wilmhoff
Contact Information
Home Address: 936 Belmere Dr.
Lexington, KY 40509
Email: gwilmhoff@gmail.com
Ph: 859-620-3205
Service Industry, Hardware ( Ret.)
Sponsor: Eric Brooks
Look for his bio in an upcoming
issue of The 5th Page.

NEW MEMBER
PROPOSALS

The following individuals have been
proposed for membership in Rotary:

Leah Anderson

Classification: Medical; Occupa-
tional Therapist

Sponsor: Chris Anderson

John Rich

Classification: Service Industry:
Fire and Water Restoration
Sponsor: Bob Milward

Objections should be made in writ-
ing within seven (7) days to The
Board of Directors, Rotary Club of
Lexington, 401 W. Main Street, Suite
305, Lexington, KY 40507. Objec-
tions are kept in strict confidence.

WHAT’S IN A NAME (OR, WHERE IS MY ENDOWMENT)?

Relax. The Club’s Endowment hasn’t gone anywhere. It has, however, been renamed. As explained by

Chairman Paul Chewning:
The Rotary Club of Lexington’s Endowment Board recently voted to change its name to the Rota-
ry Club of Lexington Charitable Fund. The name change will allow the Club to request funds
from potential donors that are restricted from giving funds to an “endowment.” This is only a name
change and the Charitable Fund will continue to support Dancing with the Lexington Stars and other
fundraising efforts of the Club and to support worthy causes such as college scholarships and local
nonprofit organizations. If you are interested in supporting the Club’s fundraising efforts, please now
make your check or bequest payable to the Rotary Club Charitable Fund.

CELEBRATION THROUGH SERVICE: THE
TOYOTA BLUEGRASS MIRACLE LEAGUE
Join fellow Rotarians as we celebrate another Opening Day

of the Toyota Bluegrass Miracle League (TBML) this Saturday,
September 6, 2025. Rotary will once again host the Opening
Day picnic from 10:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m. at the TBML Field at
Shillito Park. This fall marks the 35th season for this “barrier
free” baseball league in Lexington. W

The TBML was established by our Club in 2005. The concept I
was presented in 2004 by Kevin Weaver and embraced by Pres- |®
ident Carolyn Kurz to mark Rotary’s Centennial Celebration.
The YMCA joined in and took a leadership role to help form and
manage the new league. With the commitment of Toyota as the .
signature sponsor and the support of numerous community orga- - e :
nizations, a barrier free baseball field was constructed in Shilito Park on land provided by the LFUCG.
When completed, the field was only the fifteenth field of its type in the United States.

The first season saw four teams begin play on August 31, 2006, and afforded children with physical
and mental challenges the opportunity to safely play baseball for the first time anywhere in Kentucky.
Participation in the league has grown tremendously since that first season, and we now have over 120
youth players, plus an adult league with over 100 players, playing spring and fall seasons each year. As
a result of generous sponsors and volunteers, the youth players, their families, and volunteers are treated
to a picnic each of the six Saturdays each season. Rotary has traditionally sponsored the opening game
picnic, and we invite everyone to come out and cheer on these terrific ball players!

Interested? Contact Tony Barrett for more information or to sign up.
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Susie Basham
Senior Real Estate Specia

Helping you find the right
home for the best time of
your life!
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS

UPCOMING EVENTS/VOLUNTEER

Sep4  Meélisse Brunet, Conductor & Brooke Rabey, Executive OPPORTUNITIES

Director, Lexington Philharmonic Sep 6  Toyota Bluegrass Miracle League, Opening Day, Shillito Park, 10- 2:00pm
Sep 11 TBA Sep 12 Lexington Sporting Club Match, Soccer Stadium, Shives Drive, 7 pm, $10
Sep 18 Doing Rotary Differently, No Lunch Meeting Sep 22 Backpack Pack-Up, God’s Pantry Food Bank, Winchester Rd., 1-2:30pm
Sep25 TBA Sep 26 Early Morning Mixer, 46Solutions, Lexington Green, 8-9:30am
Oct2  Kenny Brooks, Head Coach, Women’s Basketball, Oct5  Walk to End Alzheimer’s Disease, Alltech Arena, KY Horse Park, 2:30pm

University of Kentucky Oct8  Keeneland Outing, Lexington Room, Tickets $125
Oct9  Mayor Linda Gordon, Lexington Fayette County Oct 16 Ride for Polio, CycleYou, 6:30pm

Urban Government Oct 11 Rotary Leadership Institute, Bluegrass Community and Technical College,
Oct 16 Doing Rotary Differently, No Lunch Meeting Newtown Pike, Free
Oct23 Bob Quick, President, Commerce Lexington and Ashli Nov 15 Pickle and Pints, Pickleball Tournament, Fundraiser

Watts, President, Kentucky Chamber of Commerce

TARY club of Lexington

August 28, 2025 N
— TODAY'S PROGRAM —
Presiding: President Jamie Schrader Speaker: Philip DeSimone, MD
Inspiration, Pledge, & 4 Way Test: Alisha Chaffin Program: They Said It Couldn’t Be Done in Kentucky — A Successful
Introduction of Guests: Trey McCallie Winery in the Bluegrass!
Introduction of Speaker: Lyle Hanna Location: The Mane on Main )

BECOME A MONTHLY LUNCH SPONSOR
& PROMOTE YOUR COMPANY HERE!

PHILIP A. DESIMONE, MD
“Behold the rain which descends

from heaven upon our vineyards; there
it enters the roots of the vines, to be
changed into wine; a constant proof
that God loves us, and loves to see us
happy.” Benjamin Franklin in 1779

Mention Kentucky and many things
likely come to mind: thoroughbred
horses, bourbon, and basketball. But
not wine. Today’s speaker, Philip A.
DeSimone, MD, might take exception
to that and at the very least is trying to
change that perception. DeSimone is an
owner of Grimes Mill Winery, located
on Grimes Mill Road in Fayette Coun-
ty, Kentucky.

The Grimes Mill Winery web page
notes the following history: The win-

MEET OUR SPEAKER

ery is located on thirty acres which for-
merly produced tobacco. In response
to the decline of tobacco sales and har-
kening back to the DeSimone family’s
Italian heritage, the tobacco fields were
converted to a grape vineyard and the
barn to a winery. All of their wines

are hand crafted, produced, and bottled
right on the premises.

The first grapes were planted in
2003; Grimes Mill Winery opened in
2012. In in its second year of wine
making, it received two gold medals
in California for Malbec grape variety
grown in Lexington Kentucky. The
following year the winery received
double gold in the international wine
competition in Indianapolis Indiana.

In 2024, the accolades continued as
Grimes Mill Winery was a Best of the
Bluegrass winner, being named best
winery in Central Kentucky!

The winery specializes in dry, red
wine. It imports juices and/or grapes
from Italy, South Africa, Chile, and Ar-
gentina. Its wine list has over thirteen
varieties, including bourbon barrel and
specialty wines made from black wal-
nuts, pecans, paw paws, peaches, peach-
es/grapes, cranberries, and pumpkins.

Dr. DeSimone’s path to winery
proprietor was a circuitous one. He
is a 1967 graduate of the University
of Vermont medical school. After
returning from Vietnam in 1970 he
attended the University of Kentucky
medical resident training programs
and received certificate accreditation
in Internal Medicine, Hematology,
and Oncology.

He has held a variety of academic
positions at the UK Medical Center:
Chief of Medicine Lexington VA hos-
pital, Vice Chairman of the Depart-
ment of Medicine, Associate Dean
for Ambulatory Care, Chairman Pro
Tem of the Department of Radiation
Medicine, and Chairman of the di-
vision of Hematology & Oncology.
Dr. DeSimone specializes in medical
oncology and gastrointestinal malig-
nancies. He attained the rank of Full
Professor as a faculty member at the
University of Kentucky.

While in the military from 1968—
1970, he achieved the rank of Captain
and served as an army helicopter
flight surgeon in Vietnam during the
TET offensive.

Visit our website at http://www.rotarylexky.org for all of the Rotary Club of Lexington updates.
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The Rotary Club of Lexington
401'W. Main, Ste. 305
Lexington, KY 40507

Phone: 389-8100

2025-2026 OFFICERS
Jamie Schrader - President
Lyle Hanna - President-Elect
Bret Anderson — Past President
Susan Adams - Secretary
Bruce Daily - Sergeant- at —Arms
Jenny Schnurr -Treasurer
Peggy Trafton — Executive Director (Staff)
Trafton@rotarylexky.org

DIRECTORS
Susie Basham (2026) Chris Peck (2027)
Edwin Gibson (2026) Chris Aldridge (2028)
Shawn Lyons (2026) Eric Brooks (2028)
Brigitte Blom (2027) Alisha Chaffin (2028)
Dylan Harper (2027)

CHARITABLE FUND BOARD
Paul Chewning - Board President (2028)
Dean Hammond (2026)

Thom Hathaway (2026)
Kent Hisle (2026)
Jamie Schrader (2026)
Laura Mobley-Corn (2026)
Roger Baird (2027)
Buzz Carmichael (2027)
Michael Morrill (2027)
John Wharton (2027)
Sharon Reed (2027)
Mike Baker (2028)
Eileen O’'Brien (2028)
Tom Lester (2028)
John Meyer (2028)
Jenny Schnurr- Treasurer
Jamie Schrader - Club President
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Paul Chewning Jaron Johns
John Meyers Jim Richardson
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GATTON PARK AT THE TOWN BRANCH OPENS
TO GREAT FANFARE!

And your Rotary Club of Lexington was there. After ten
years of planning, fundraising — to the tune of $45 million —
and construction, Gatton Park at The Town Branch opened
to the public this past Saturday. Recall that our Club has

. played an important part in making this generational event
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® happen through a five-year
commitment to contribute
& $100,000 for the landscap-
ing at the Adventure Playground.

In addition to a restored Town Branch Creek,
a founding but formerly buried feature of Lex-
ington, the park includes the aforementioned play
area, public art, a dog park, and an amphitheater
for outdoor concerts.

Rotary leadership, including co-chairs of the
Rotary/Gatton Park fundraising effort Sharon
Reed, and Bill Wilson, along with President Jamie
Schrader were present at the formal opening cer-
.| emonies. Pairs of Rotary volunteers served one
and a half to two hour shifts as greeters at each of
| the park’s four entrances.
These volunteers, clearly
identified as Rotarians, greeted visitors and guided them to the
various activities, all the while helping to fly the Rotary flag!
The accompanying
& photos show many of those
who helped out on this ex-
citing day in our communi-
k ty. Thanks to them and to
all Rotarians who helped
» make this a reality.
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Carpet — Hardwood — Tile
Vinyl — Rugs — Remnants
Gordon Patterson
Carrie Patterson

(859) 253-0004

Business Mergers
and Acquisitions

Patrick Powell

859-963-2400

Morgan Stanley

Jim Richardson CFP®, CLTC, CPM®
Senior Vice President

Financial Advisor

4k East Main Street

Lexington, KY 40507

+1859 231-9527
James.ARichardson@ms.com

NMLS #71255648

|| Kimberly V. Johnson
(859) 971-9479
Kim.Johnson@ OCWFG.com
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FINANCIAL GROUP

u © 2021 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC.
Member SIPC.  crc 3249160 03/21

DaNIEL H. MILLER
— ATTORNEY AT LAW —

REAL ESTATE CLOSINGS
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

859.576.5900
dhmillerlaw@gmail.com

Frustrated
with sales and
marketing?

. cchesion

859.492.1533 ' banderson@cohesionlic.com
CohesionLLC.com

Bret Anderson
President and Founder
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PRINTING

Roger Baird, President

Al =~ |ADVERTISE VIA

Kelli Newman

FINANCIAL ADVISOR

Lexington. KY 40509
B59.977.6006 office
B59,899.0527 fax
BS2.492,1079 call
kalligaliancafp.net

(CAMBRIDGE

Joe Evans
859-252-0381

Fre]in S Jui

CALL: 678-904-5476

859-253-2601

The best printing tearmn in Lexington.

Securities and advisory services offered through
Commonwealth Financial Network®, a Registered

jevans@cambridgeinsurance.net

Forge Marketing Group A
Dylan Harper FORGE

Investment Adviser.
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Rotary in Review

UK ATHLETICS AND THE CHANGING WORLD OF INTERCOLLEGIATE SPORTS

It is a familiar sight in sports: the
star athlete goes down with an injury
and an eager substitute gets thrown
into the action on short notice and
saves the day. Such was the case
at our Club meeting two weeks
ago, as Marc Hill, Deputy Director
of Athletics at the University of
Kentucky, spoke in place of scheduled
speaker UK’s Director of Athletics,
Mitch Barnhart, who was unable
to address the Club due to illness.

Hill, who has been at UK for nearly
twenty-seven years, had roots with

the Wildcats before he moved to
Lexington. He played football at lowa
Wesleyan University for the legendary
Hal Mumme, who was famous for
coaching the “Air Raid Offense” at
UK from 1997 to 2000.

Hill began by noting that Barnhart
is the longest-serving athletics director
in the Southeastern Conference (SEC)
and second longest in Division I.
Under his leadership, a number of
staff have gone on to become athletics
directors at all levels, including four at
SEC institutions—Alabama, Auburn,
Florida, and Oklahoma.

Hill remarked that the mission of
Rotary parallels the philosophy of

intercollegiate athletics at UK. He
mentioned that presence, perseverance,
and partnership are fundamental to
college athletics. The end result of the
student-athlete process is to produce
productive citizens, a goal that is often
lost at other Division I institutions. He
thanked Rotary for all of the work its
members have done in the community,
especially the Toyota Bluegrass
Miracle League field at Shillito Park, a
field used by kids year-round.

Following a summary of the status
of the fall sports, Hill dove into the
major landscape changes impacting
all of the sports programs. First up
was the six-year extension of UK’s
multimedia rights partnership with
IJMI Sports through 2040, which could
result in $465 million in revenue to
the athletic department. On a less
positive note, he observed that recent
congressional legislation and court
rulings will lead to the reduction of the
current 650 student-athletes at UK to
around 525, a development Hill thinks
is sad as they will be able to impact the
lives of fewer student-athletes. This
will impact all twenty-three collegiate
teams at UK.

Finally, he brought up major

initiatives impacting UK sports. The
newly created Champions Blue, LLC
will now “own” all UK athletics. This
model - perhaps the first of its kind in
the country - will enable the athletics
department to be nimble and flexible
in response to the rapidly-changing
landscape of college sports. The Name
Image Likeness (NIL) Clearinghouse
will help provide needed guidelines
for students receiving personal
compensation.
Responding to a question Hill
mentioned that the NCAA has made
some governance changes for “like
sports programs” and conferences
to provide their own enforcement—
the newly-created College Sports
Commission will oversee this process.

Although there have been significant
changes in intercollegiate athletics in
recent years, Hill reminded Rotarians
that the student-athletes at UK are
their most valuable resource and are
the best part of his job. In closing, he
encouraged members and guests to
continue to support UK athletics as
they adapt to the changing world of
intercollegiate sports.

— Paul B. Chewning
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COMMERCIAL ROOFING INSPECTION

& MAINTENANCE BUILT-UP SINGLE-PLY
RUBBER MODIFIED

LEAK REPAIR EMERGENCY REPAIRS

METAL FABRICATION & INSTALLATION

TILE ROOF COATINGS EPDM

Greg Meegan 859-233-4546
TRI-STATE Roofing & Sheet Metal Company
-

IT’S NOT JUST ANOTHER
Cr\ﬁ;taet :‘!S‘_’:’:O" REAL ESTATE TRANSACTION.
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Cybersecurity
Audio/Video Integration

46Solutions

Your technology partner.

Tech for HOME & BUSINESS

IT’S YOURS.

Vami S Hoadere

SCHRADER

COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES, LLC

859-288-5008

schradercommercial.com

REALTOR

MARKUS CROSS

Experienced, Trustworthy. Assertive. Compassionate.

859-893-1809

realtormarkus@gmail.com

BREEZL

FINANCIAL

Insurance Planning Services &
Programs for Individuals

Patty M. Breeze, CLU, CFPO

and Businesses
859.252.0225

ing Clients’ Financial Decisions”

Hellooooo,
Lexington!

Mark T. Ruddell

¢ 8592534281
¢ 800-4320721
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Senior Vice President, Private Banking Manager

Ceniral Bank & Trust Co.

300 W, Vine 51, * PO Box 1360
Lexingson, KY 405880340
meuddeli@centralbank.com
centralbank. com

Brian Martin
Call or Text 606-776-4058

Carriers
Anthem, Humana, AARP, Aetna,
United Healthcare, Wellcare

Medicare - Life Insurance




