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planned for the week.)

56™ ANNUAL PAST PRESIDENT’S DINNER

The Rotary Club of Lexington held its 56th annual Past Presi-
dents’ Dinner on Tuesday, June 2, at The Lexington Club.

As tradition dictates, the immediate past president serves as
host for the evening and invites past presidents of the Rotary
Club of Lexington, along with past presidents from other Rotary
clubs. Bob Milward started the tradition when he was president
in 1970-71. This year, Bret Anderson presided over the event,
while past president Dave Blondell delivered the invocation.

A highlight of the evening was the opportunity for past pres-
idents to share advice and encouragement with incoming presi-
dent Lyle Hanna. Twenty-four past presidents participated, each
offering thoughtful suggestions and reflections drawn from their
years of leadership. It was inspiring to hear the positive remarks
and collective wisdom from such a distinguished group.

To conclude the evening, incoming president Lyle Hanna
outlined his goals and vision for the year ahead, setting an op-
timistic tone for the club’s future.

The dinner was a memorable evening filled with fellowship,
shared memories, and camaraderie. Attendees left with a strong
sense of pride in the club’s accomplishments and excitement for
the direction it is headed in the coming year.

ROTARY CLUB OF LEXINGTON POLLINATOR/RAINWATER GARDEN TOUR

The Rotary Club of Lexington invites members of the commu-
nity to visit our fifth-season pollinator garden in Kenawood Park
(612 Bryanwood Parkway) from 9:00 AM to noon on Saturday,
June 27. The tour is one of many scheduled for the week of June
22-28 as part of Lexington’s annual Pollinator Week celebration.
(See https://pollinatorlex.com for a current listing of activities
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L to R Bret Anderson, Jack McAllister, Peggy Trafton, Sharon
Reed, Tom Ashford, Bob Milward, Jim Host

Top to Bottom: Gerry van der Meer, Jamie Schrader, Bill Wil-
son, Gordon Patterson, Dean Hammond, Kim Johnson, Keith
Key, Darrell Ishmael, Bruce Bell, Jim Richardson, Paul Stan-
ley, Robbie McGoodwin, Jim Martin, Dave Blondell, Susie
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Visitors to the Kenawood Park garden, located behind the ball
park, will have an opportunity to learn the history of the garden—
why it was planted as a pollinator garden with native plants and
why it was planted in one of our city parks as part of a joint effort
of the Rotary Club of Lexington and Lexington Parks & Rec.
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Jun 18 Doing Rotary, Differently
Jun 25 President’s Day
Jul2  No Meeting

Jul9 Installation of Officers and President’s Address

UPCOMING PROGRAMS

UPCOMING EVENTS

Jun 11 Rotary Picnic at Gatton Park, 5:30-7:30 p.m., $8
Jun 26 Early Morning Mixer, Lexington Green, 8-9:30 a.m.
Jun 27 Pollinator Garden Tour, Kenawood Park, 9 a.m.- Noon

Jul3  Patriotic Concert, Transy Lawn, 6 p.m.

TARY club of Lexington

June 11, 2026 N
— TODAY'S PROGRAM —
Presiding: President Dean Hammond Speaker: Will Stein, Head Football Coach, University of Kentucky
Inspiration, Pledge, & 4 Way Test: Phil Gray Program: University of Kentucky Football Update 2026
Introduction of Guests: Sharron Townsend Location: The Mane on Main
Introduction of Speaker: Jeff Piecoro )

JUNE LUNCH SPONSOR

WILL STEIN

This week Lexington Rotarians have
the privilege of getting to meet new UK
head football coach Will Stein for the
first time.

Coach Stein’s roots in Kroger Field
soil run deep.

A native Kentuckian, Stein is the
son of UK alumni — father Matt played
football at UK and mother Debbie is an
avid fan — and he inherited their passion
as he grew up watching the Wildcats in
the then-Commonwealth Stadium, sec-
tion 128, row 13 to be exact. He later
competed in the stadium as a collegiate
quarterback and assistant coach.

On Dec. 2, 2025, the family’s jour-
ney came full circle as Stein was named
head coach of Kentucky football. “I’'m
honored and excited to become the next

MEET OUR SPEAKER

head coach at Kentucky,” Stein said.
“Growing up in Kentucky and sitting

in the stands at UK games as a kid, |
could only dream of one day leading the
Wildcats. This is truly a dream come
true. My goal is to lead with purpose
and help young men grow on and off the
field. I’'m deeply thankful to President
Capilouto, Mitch Barnhart, and Big Blue
Nation for the trust they’ve placed in me
... Now, I can’t wait to get started and
make Kentucky proud.”

Stein, 36, returned to the Common-
wealth from the University of Oregon,
where he was the offensive coordinator
and quarterbacks coach for three sea-
sons.

Paced by a high-scoring offense, the
2025 Ducks finished the 2025 season
13-2 overall, including an 8-1 mark in
the Big Ten. The No. 5 Ducks advanced
to the semifinals of the College Foot-
ball Playoff with a 23-0 win over No. 4
Texas Tech before falling to the eventual
national champion and top-ranked Indi-
ana, 56-22. It marked just the fifth loss
in the last three years for the program.
The Ducks were the only team in the
country to win thirteen games each of
the past two seasons, tying the program
record for single-season victories first

ALL STAR

PURCHASING

set in 2014,

In 2024, Oregon went 13-1, winning
the Big Ten regular season title and the
league championship game over Penn
State. The Ducks advanced to the Col-
lege Football Playoff as the No. 1-seed,
with the season’s only loss coming in the
Rose Bowl.

A native of Louisville, Stein has foot-
ball heritage, as his father, Matt, was
a defensive end for the Wildcats under
Coach Jerry Claiborne. Matt was a two-
year letterman in 1983 and ’84, playing
for UK’s teams that made consecutive
appearances in the Hall of Fame Bowl.

Will Stein played his high school ball
at Trinity High School, where he was
a three-time state champion and set the
single-season school record for touch-
down passes with 54.

Stein played at the University of
Louisville from 2008-12, then moved to
the coaching staff as a graduate assis-
tant in 2013 (quarterbacks) and quality
control coach in 2014 (wide receivers).
He earned a bachelor’s degree in sports
administration from Louisville in 2011,
and Master’s in business administration
in 2014.

He and his wife Darby have two chil-
dren, Joey and Demi.

Visit our website at http://www.rotarylexky.org for all of the Rotary Club of Lexington updates.
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ALISHA CHAFFIN RECOGNIZED AS
A PAUL HARRIS FELLOW

Paul Stan-
ley, The Rotary
Foundation
Chair, continues
to recognize a
i “—ll number of our
L Y Club mem-

e
! W4 bers who have
reached Paul
Harris Fellow (PHF) recognition and be-
yond.

PHF recognition goes to individuals
who contribute, or who have contribu-
tions made in their name of, $1,000 to

The Rotary Foundation with the “+” sig-
nifying multiple donations of $1,000.

It is always exciting to see a Rotarian
join the ranks of Paul Harris Fellows!
Last week Paul presented the PHF medal
and certificate to Alisha Chaffin.

Paul also reminded us that those wish-
ing to achieve PHF recognition can take
advantage of a matching points program.
With a minimum donation of $100, Ro-
tarians can receive a dollar for dollar
match up to $500. For details about this
program or others aspect of PHF, reach
out to Paul.

NEW MEMBER PROPOSALS

The following individuals have been proposed for membership in Rotary:

Danielle Bozarth Jenny Hukill Robert “Rob” E.
Classification: Associa- Classification: Real Milward, Jr.

tions & Organizations, Estate, REMAX Elite Classification: Service In-
God’s Pantry Food Bank Realty dustry, Funeral

Sponsor: Susie Basham
Woodrum

Objections should be made in writing within seven (7) days to The Board of Directors, Ro-

Sponsor: Kristie

Directing
Sponsor: Bob Milward

tary Club of Lexington, 401 W. Main Street, Suite 305, Lexington, KY 40507. Objections

are kept in strict confidence.

Rotary in Review

HOW SAFE ARE WE IN LEXINGTON?

It’s a question that seems to surface in
every community conversation, neighbor-
hood gathering, and social media thread:
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How safe are we in Lexington?
Last week’s program brought together
two highly respected voices on public safe-
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ty to tackle that very question from both
the public and private sectors. Lexington
Police Chief Lawrence B. Weathers and
David Ashford, President and CEO of
Integrated Security Solutions and Chair of
Bluegrass Crime Stoppers, offered an in-
formative and reassuring look at the state
of safety in our community.

Ashford, a former Lexington Police ser-
geant and U.S. Marine military policeman,
focused much of his presentation on the
important role that citizens play in helping
law enforcement keep communities safe.
Through Bluegrass Crime Stoppers, resi-
dents can anonymously provide informa-
tion that helps solve crimes while protect-
ing their identities.

“People are still the best temperature of
what’s going on in the community,” Ash-
ford said, noting that Crime Stoppers pro-
vides a confidential avenue for those who
may fear retaliation or simply don’t want
to become publicly involved. He later
reinforced the importance of public partic-
ipation, telling Rotarians, “Police depart-
ments cannot do it by themselves. They’ve
got to have help from the community.”

The results speak for themselves. Over
the past several years, Bluegrass Crime
Stoppers has received more than 6,400 tips,
leading to over 300 arrests, more than 570
felony charges, and the resolution of twen-
ty homicide cases. The program has also
helped remove illegal drugs, firearms, and
other dangerous items from local streets.

Since
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Chief Weathers emphasized that while
law enforcement plays a critical role,
community involvement remains one of
the most important factors in maintaining
public safety.

“Lexington is one of the best-run cities
in the country,” Weathers said, explaining
that comparisons between cities can be
difficult because of differing circumstanc-
es and demographics. Still, he noted that
Lexington frequently ranks among the
nation’s most desirable communities and
credited strong citizen engagement as a
key reason why.

One of the most compelling moments
of the presentation came when Ashford
praised the Lexington Police Depart-
ment’s professionalism and national rep-
utation. He highlighted the department’s
long-standing accreditation through the
Commission on Accreditation for Law En-
forcement Agencies (CALEA) and noted
that Lexington became the first agency
in the United States to earn three consec-
utive flagship designations, a distinction
reserved for departments that exemplify
national best practices.

“The Lexington Police Department is
one of the best police departments in the
United States,” Ashford said, citing both
the department’s professionalism and its
commitment to continuous improvement.

The discussion also touched on emerg-
ing challenges. Chief Weathers cited
thefts from vehicles, particularly thefts

of firearms left inside cars, as one of the
community’s most persistent concerns. He
encouraged residents to remove valuables
and firearms from vehicles whenever pos-
sible, noting that many thieves specifically
target unlocked cars in search of weapons.

While both speakers highlighted the
professionalism of Lexington’s law enforce-
ment community, they also emphasized that
public safety remains a shared responsibility.
Weathers credited Lexington’s engaged citi-
zenry as a major factor in the city’s success.

“Community involvement changes all
of that,” Weathers said. “If we don’t have
that community involvement, then things
can get out of whack.”

Ashford echoed that sentiment, noting
that Crime Stoppers’ mission is ultimately
about empowering citizens to become part
of the solution.

“We’re really trying to make it uncom-
fortable to do business here,” he said of
the organization’s efforts to disrupt crim-
inal activity. “We want them to go some-
place else and do business.”

The answer to the question, “How
safe are we in Lexington?”” appears to be
encouraging. Thanks to a highly regarded
police department, engaged community
partners, and vigilant citizens, Lexington
remains one of Kentucky’s safest and most
livable communities. As both speakers
reminded us, maintaining that reputation
depends on all of us working together.

— Dan Koett
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NEW MEMBER DEEP DIVE: DAVID LEVINE

B |f you ever wondered if our Early Morn-
. ing Mixers at 46 Solutions were a good
way to introduce Lexington Rotary to
potential new members, all you need
to do is talk to David Levine. He was
generally familiar with the works of Ro-
tary but at one such mixer he met Lyle
Hanna and other members who invited
him to attend a lunch meeting. There he
learned more about Rotary and was con-
vinced that joining Rotary would be a great way to give back
to the community and meet like-minded business people.

DAVID LEVINE

David moved to Lexington after graduation from Ohio State
University to work in the horse industry. He leased a farm and
raised horses before moving into the financial services field.
Working with Capstone Advisory Group, David performs
financial planning for individuals and small businesses. Many
of his clients are teachers or other individuals with public
pensions.

A father of two adult children (a son who works in cyber secu-
rity and a daughter who is in healthcare), David is a certified
scuba diver. Prior dive trips include Florida, Cape Cod, and
Cozumel. He attributes his interest in diving to the fact that
growing up he was always around fish tanks and aquariums.
He also loves driving his old Jeep in the Red River Gorge
State Park.

David has many potential adventures on his bucket list, but
first he is concentrating on growing his business. He just
added six new associates and would like to expand into
other markets where he can combine his business with other
enjoyable activities. But he is sure of one thing — he wants to
maintain Lexington as his home base.

- John Meyers
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Merl Hackbart 5  Harry Callicotte 18
Graham Priest 8 Buzzy Tenney 19
Becky Reinhold 12 Jamie Schrader 20
Pam Goodwine 13  Mark  Ruddell 26
Buzz Carmichael13 Dana Stefaniak 29

David Levine 14

NEW MEMBER DEEP DIVE:
PARVEEN MAJUMDER

New member Parveen Majumder
is proud of her Bangladeshi her-
itage. She spent nearly the first
two decades of her life there and
still stays connected to her fellow
Bengali natives who reside in the
| Central Kentucky area. But she

also enjoys many of the aspects
PARVEEN MAJUMDER ¢ 1, jife in the US that provide
her the opportunities to do things that might not be possible
for a woman in Bangladesh.

Growing up, one of her dreams was to learn to dance. She has
been able to pursue that goal by working with Hunter Lisle at
Arthur Murray Dance Studio. In fact, she and her partner Dylan
were recipients of Arthur Murray’s Rising Star Award last year. An-
other satisfying activity for Parveen has been bodybuilding — she
recently won 5th Place in the Masters Division of a competition.

Her bodybuilding is one example of her drive to stay healthy
both for herself and her daughter. She has made a promise to
take care of her daughter and she works out diligently with a
trainer. Another facet of her effort to stay healthy is her love of
cooking nutritious food.

Parveen loves to help people and that trait is evidenced by
numerous activities. As Director of Finance for the Fayette
County Sheriff's Office, she has had the opportunity to volun-
teer for community programs such as the Peace Walk to Stop
Gun Violence and the Back-to-School Block Party. She has
also participated in activities to raise awareness of the services
provided by the Sheriff's Office in the protection of domestic
violence victims.

Parveen is grateful for all the positives that her life has provid-
ed her, and she looks forward to giving back through Rotary. It
should come as no surprise that right at the top of the list for her
is working on our Dancing with the Lexington Stars program.

— John Meyers

IT'S NOT TOO LATE TO PARTY IN
GATTON PARK!

You can still party in the park with us, but you must sign up at
http://e.givesmart.com/events/Jjp.

The Picnic is Thursday June 11th- from 5:30-7:30pm. Seating is
on the amphitheater covered stage; food, including Blue Door
Smokehouse BBQ will be in the climate controlled indoor space
behind the stage. Everyone is asked to bring either a salad, side
or dessert. Your choice!

We must use the Gatton Park vendor for ALL drinks, except wa-
ter (which will be provided).

Adults $8, children $5. Everyone is welcome! Bring your family
and prospective members!

Closest parking is in the Main Street Baptist Church parking lot
with stairs right down to the amphitheater. Their charge is $7
for two hours. The high street Rupp arena/ Hyatt lot is available
close by too. You can drop those with you off at the High Street
and Manchester St. intersection, by the tunnel entrance to the
park and then drive around to a parking area.

Questions? Contact Susan Adams 859-539-4969



DANCING WITH THE LEXINGTON STARS CELEBRATES 15 REMARKABLE YEARS

The curtain has closed on another unforgettable Danc-
ing with the Lexington Stars, and the 15th anniversary
edition of the event was one to remember.

More than 300 guests joined us for an evening filled with
entertainment, fellowship, generosity, and community
spirit. What began fifteen years ago as a creative fund-
raising idea has grown into the Rotary Club of Lexing-
ton'’s signature event and, by far, our largest annual
fundraiser. While final expenses and net proceeds are
still being calculated, preliminary numbers indicate gross
revenue exceeded last year's record by approximately
twenty percent, making this year's event the most suc-
cessful in the fundraiser’s history.

The success of Dancing with the Lexington Stars extends
far beyond the dance floor. The funds raised through

this event help support scholarships, community grants,
service projects, and charitable initiatives throughout the
year. Simply put, the impact created by our club would
not be possible without the support this event generates.

This year's dancers dedicated months to learning rou-
tines, raising funds, and preparing for the spotlight.
Congratulations to our 2026 champions:

Overall Champion

Gretchen Wagner and Anna Wagner

People’s Champion

Dr. Cliff Lowdenback

Judges Champion

Lyndy Smith and Jeromy Smith

While the dancers took center stage, this event belongs
to an entire community of supporters. Hundreds of peo-
ple contributed to its success. Sponsors invested in the
mission. Guests purchased tickets and filled the room
with energy and enthusiasm. Donors contributed auc-
tion items, bottles of bourbon, experiences, gifts, and
financial support. Volunteers gave their time. Rotarians
stepped forward wherever help was needed.

A special thank you goes to the Dancing with the Lex-
ington Stars Committee. For months, this dedicated
team worked behind the scenes coordinating sponsors,
supporting dancers, organizing logistics, securing auc-
tion items, promoting the event, and managing count-
less details that made the evening possible.

We are also grateful for our longtime partnership with
Hunter Lisle of Arthur Murray Dance Studio and the talent-
ed instructors who help bring this event to life each year.
Fifteen years later, Dancing with the Lexington Stars
continues to showcase the very best of Rotary: service,
leadership, fellowship, and a shared commitment to
making our community stronger.

Thank you to everyone who helped make this year's
event such an extraordinary success.

— Bret Anderson & Kim Johnson
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